
PLANNING ADVISORY COMMISSION  
MEETING AGENDA 
February 27, 2017 

Mason County Building 1, Shelton 
Commissioners Chambers 

6:00 PM 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call  

3. Regular Business  

a. Adoption of Agenda 
b. Approval of minutes 
c. Public Comment 
 

4. Cont. Public Hearing from January 23, 2017 - Revisions to Chapter XII (Health 
and Human Services) of the Mason County Comprehensive Plan. 

Presenter: Dave Windom, Department of Community Services 
 

5. Public Hearing – Revisions to Chapter VII (Utilities) of the Mason County 

Comprehensive Plan. 
Presenter: Dave Windom, Department of Community Services 

 

6. Workshop - Review a draft Ordinance amending Mason County code Title 14, Building 

and Construction, Chapter 14.08, Building Code Amendments, Amending section 
14.08.030 with respect to Boathouses and adding Section 14.08.031 to allow exemptions 
for Agricultural and Storage Structures. 

Presenter: Dave Windom, Department of Community Services 
 

7. New Business 
 

8. Adjournment 



CHAPTER XII 

HEAL TH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
INTRODUCTION 

A. Purpose Statement 

Recognizing the impact of the built environment on the publ" · 
should be optimized in such a way that it protects the heal 

alth, the design of communities 
sidents from environmental threats 

while encouraging healthy behavior. 

The policies that guide development and man 
implications. Healthy communities require tha 
include transportation, education, access to 
Responsibility for the social determinants of healt 

rtunities, and more. 
alth partners, such 

as housing, transportation, education, air quality, pa economic and 
employment agencies. 

·, es the prevention framework as a 
linkages between public health, 

• 
• 
• 
• 

health". 

portation options 
· cl safe drinkable water 

• Comple 
child care, 

unities including quality schools, parks and recreational facilities, 
ervices and other daily needs 

• Access to affo opportunities for physical activity 
• Able to adapt to 
• Opportunities for en 

nvironments, resilient and prepared for emergencies 
ment with arts, music, and culture 

Quality and sustainability of environment 
• Clean air, soil and water, and environments free of excessive noise 
• Tobacco and smoke free 
• Green and open spaces, including healthy tree canopy and agricultural lands 

• Minimized toxics, greenhouse gas emissions, and waste 

• Affordable and sustainable energy use 
• Aesthetically pleasing 
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Adequate levels of economic and social development 

• Living wage, safe and healthy job opportunities for all, and a thriving economy 

• Support for healthy development of children and adolescents 

• Opportunities for high quality and accessible education 

Social relationships that are supportive and respectful 

• Robust social and civic engagement 

• Socially cohesive and supportive relationships, families, homes and neighborhoods 

• Safe Communities, free of crime and violence 

The purpose of this Chapter is to plan for the environment 
current and future Mason County residents while preve 
local population as healthy and productive as possible. 

This Chapter will describe goals and strategies th 

The authority of the County to do the 
the laws of Washington State - name 
which set forth the powers and dutie 
management also sets forth the authorit 
comprehensive plan and · · . The di 

vices that will meet the needs of 
trolling disease and keeping the 

s established by 
ashington (RCW) section 70.05.060 -

ealth. The state law for growth 
ommissioners to establish this 

·es is that the Board of Health 
lished by the State Board of has authority to enfo 

Health and Secretary 
the Board of County Co 

includin cities within the county, whereas 
or land use and other areas of regulation only in 

the unincorporated parts o 

1. to a person's genes, how he or she behaves-the things he or she 
ct his/her health. Behaviors such as tobacco use, diet and exercise, 

alcohol and drug u a significant impact upon the health of individuals, families and even 

the communities in which we live, work and play. 
2. Social and Economic Factors affect health outcome. Social and economic factors include 

education, employment, income, family and social support and community safety. 
Taken together health behaviors and social and economic factors account for approximately 

70% of a person's health. 
3. Physical Environment includes air and water quality, housing, transportation, opportunities for 

physical activity and access to healthy foods 
4. Clinical Care which encompasses both access to care when needed and quality of care received. 
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Understanding of Interactions between the Built Environment and Health 

• Access to Healthy Food -Access to healthy food can be improved by encouraging features like 
community gardens, farmers markets, healthier food bank donations, and promotions of 
healthy foods, as well as through governmental and private sector policies. 

• Facilities for Physical Activity - the availability of active, walkable places - destinations, parks, 
sidewalks and trails near where people live and work, and the design of these facilities to be 
safe and inviting - is strongly associated with levels of physical activity, a key factor in 
preventing chronic disease. Other main characteristics for creating good access to physical 
activity opportunities that relate to planning the built environment are density and types of 
uses, which bring more destinations for walking or other tiv ity within reach of residents or 

people at work. 
• Water- There is continued need for managing waste thogens in order to maintain clean 

drinking water and to protect water quality mor . Land uses and activities such as 
raising animals/keeping pets or pest and weed c I ca e substantial impacts on water 

quality. t;f 
• The availability of sufficient housing stoe-~ 1('·officient variety t :'\}Ovide choices from single-

family. residences ~~ multi-fami~y r~si '"!1 s in b~~h rural and ?~ '.:; ~ density !?cation~ is 
essential. Affordability and location rs crrt1 ·l~to facilrtat access to o~ -~ 

0 
ystems influencing 

the social determinants of health. · " 

So how does Mason Count 
are a few examples: 1 

Health Outcomes 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
5.9% is the same experience as the top 

Health Factors (Hea ·'. · ehav· Clinical Care, Social & Economic Factors, and the Physical 

Environment) 
A myriad of factors influen rson's health outcomes. In 2015, Mason County ranked 32nd out of 39 

Washington counties in Health Factors. 

Health Behaviors 
• Adult smoking rate is 16% while the Statewide average is 15%. 

• Adult obesity rate is 33% compared to the State's 27% 

• Food environment index (factors that contribute to a health food environment - o - 10) is 7.6 

for Mason County versus 7.5 for the State 

1 2015 County Health Rankings 
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• Physical inactivity is 24% for Mason County compared to the State's 18% 

• Mason County's adults that engage in excessive drinking is virtually the same as the State's. 

• 34% of Mason County's driving deaths involve alcohol while 37% of the State's driving deaths 

involve alcohol. 

Social and Economic Factors 

• Ontime graduation rates for Mason County are 73% compared to the State's average of 78% 

• Mason County residents with some college is 55% while the State's average is 67.8% 

• Mason County consistently experiences a higher unemployment rate than the Statewide rate. 

• 24% of Mason County's children live in poverty versus t tatewide rate of 18%. This has 

increased from the 22% of children living in poverty · 2013 report while the State has 

remained the same. 

• 35% of Mason County children live in single pare . s while statewide 29% of children 

live in single parent households. 

• Violent Crime per 100,000 population repo . 

reported in 2013 to 285/100,000 in 2015 "': 

• Mason County residents experience mor, 
statewide average (59/100,000). 

Physical Environment 

• Air pollution - particulate ma 
micrograms per cubic meter (PM2. 

• 
• 
• 

These 

and the US medi 

rage. 

of fine particulate matter in 
ter than the statewide average 

on County to work in other Counties such as 

Mason County has • 
with most of the coun 
live in Mason County du 
local housing. 

city (Shelton), and two Urban Growth Areas (Allyn and Belfair), 
cated in the extensive rural areas. Seniors and retirees choose to 

ximity to large population centers and the relative affordability of 

Between 2010 and 2014 Mason County's population increase was at 2.14% while the State grew at the 

rate of 3.62%. Mason County is expected to continue to increase its population with a medium level 

rate as projected by the Office of Financial Management. 
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XII-3 ANALYSIS 

As a rural community, populations are dispersed and services are limited in many areas. As a 
result, most county residents are highly dependent upon the automobile as the primary 
means to access goods and services. This can limit opportunities for walking or bicycling as a 
means for exercise. The county could offset this through the development of public trails to 
promote walking or bicycling, and improving the quality and accessibility of county recreational 
facilities. The county could also increase efforts to inform the enry of the many 
opportunities for exercise and relaxation within Mason Cou vided by the numerous 
County and State Parks, and Olympic National Park. 

Within the more densely populated urban growth a· 
encouraged. However, much of the supporting i 
has developed a Master Parks Comprehensiv 
public trails called for within the various sub-
should further support the development of wallu biking 
This Master Plan should be integrate into the over , · 
linkages among the systems influen social det 
transpo1iation and recreation in orde 
Mason County. 

Access to local, afford 
promote communitY. , 
of the area to receive 
limited number of healt 

ent alth care is imp01iant to 

county cho 
provider 
lack o 
and de 

· · es, patients regularly travel out 
imary re ns for this include: (1) the 
ason County; (2) recent migrants to the 
are already familiar with, (3) local 

ns provided by local employers, and ( 4) 
espec1 \ ntists. Local access to medical, behavioral, 
· a greater number or residents taking advantage of these 

Improving loca behavioral and dental services will be more critical as the 
proportion of resi ·s of age increases, and would support economic development 
objectives to expand e, behavioral health, and dental health care sectors. The 
State's Healthier Washi , tiative calls for integration of physical and behavioral health to 
provide a more "whole per ' approach to service provision. It also includes paying for 
"value" leading to improved health versus a fee for a specific service. This value-based 
purchasing will change health care and suppo1iive services delivery substantially. Health Plans 
providing services in their service areas will be required to show adequacy of their network to 
provide the required services. Medicaid expansion and the Affordable Care Act have 
significantly increased the number of residents with health insurance and created an even greater 
demand for services and demand on network adequacy to meet those service needs. 
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County, regional, state, and non-profit social programs also influence the health of families and 
the Community - addressing the social determinants of health. Mason County will, in 
collaboration with the medical, behavioral, dental, and social sectors, promote the adequacy of 
resources to address the social determinants of health through increased federal, state, regional, 
and local investment in sustaining organizations that address the social determinants of health. 
These programs need to adequately respond to families and individuals in crisis, but they also are 
important supportive services that are necessary for improved health. Providing various means 
of support can have a profound, positive affect on the entire community. Mason County will 
strive to promote a community where people can balance work, family, social interaction and 
support, and community involvement. This can be achieved in by promoting and supporting 
a system of practical, functional , and accessible social prog:i; 

cies 

· fer recharge areas are 
e the source of drinking 

ams that help protect 
reas are already in 

wells) systems are 
ality thresholds; 

· objecti aim to ensure that all residents of Mason County 
lity health care, including behavioral health care, and dental 
ocial determinants of health; and that adequate clinical 
prevent illness or progression of illness in Mason County. 

Mason County will promote and support local and regional health planning, and ensure 
health planning focuses on efficient and effective physical, behavioral, and dental health care 
needs and the social determinants of health .. 

Policies: 
1.1: Mason County will participate in improving public and private sector participation in 

health and human service planning and implementation activities. 
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1.2 Mason County will periodically conduct an update to the community health 
Assessment and the Community Health Improvement Plan as required by national 

public health standards. 

1.3 Mason County will support recruitment of primary care providers. 

1.4 Mason County will support local, regional and state planning to ensure network 
adequacy for the provision of physical, behavioral, dental, and cial services in Mason County 
provide high quality services at the right place at the right ti 

1.5 Mason County will identify and implement 
net so that those without access to affordable care c 
will support organizational capacity in the co 
Healthier Washington Initiative opportunities 

o create and stabilize a safety 
needed. 1.6 Mason County 

f health ref mm and the 

residents. 

1. 8 Mason County will iden 
community dental care and assist in 1 . 

support organizational capacity in the 
providers. 

Goal 2: Clinical a 

roviders, pharmacies, hospitals, and other 
tion services are adequate to make them 

· ealth care providers to assure that clinical screening for 
iabetes, and cancer are available to all residents, and 
ng results is available. 

ith health care providers to assure that Chronic Disease Self 
foster more effective use of health services by people living 

ions and help them manage their chronic condition and prevent 
complications. 

Goal 3: Mental Health and Chemical Dependency-Behavioral Health 

3.1 The County will engage on a regional and local basis, first regarding the integration 
of mental health and chemical dependency, then the integration of medical care with 
behavioral health care, and finally integrating public health and social services as the 
Healthier Washington Initiative compels a broader definition of health to include the 
social determinants of health to effectively improve health. 
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3 .2 The County will collaborate with the provider community so that the high risk 
population and most vulnerable population is served appropriate to the level of need. 

3.3 The County will collaborate with the provider community, the funders, and will with 
funds under County control work so that services to meet the needs of all ages, 
ethnicities, and geographic locations of Mason County residents are available. 

3 .4 The County will collaborate with state, regional, and local stakeholders so that 
resources are equitably distributed for emergent, urgent, treatment, and prevention 
services. 

3.5 Mason County will work with the court syste 
prosecutor's office to ensure best practices are 
correlation between poverty and the crimin · 

3.6 Mason County collaborates with t 
appropriate and adequate care for phy 
issues while incarcerated. 

Goal 4: A Regional Approach to 
Cost 

4.1 

forcement, and the 
ith regard to reducing the 

sons receive 
d substance use 

ommunity of Health as 
i e e a high-quality health system 

Environmental 

es) is acce sible and adequate to meet the 

regional Accountable Community of 
bers o .egional community in need of clinical and 

<lily receive treatment services, avoiding the high-cost 
ncy rooms and county corrections systems. 

Environmental Pubh , policies and objectives relate to the maintenance of clean 
n from vectors, safe recreational waters, and other issues 

directly related to the impa . the environment on human health. 
Goal 1: Protection and preservation of Groundwater Quality and Drinking Water 
Supplies; Surface Water Quality protection for safe recreation and shellfish harvesting. 

1.1 The County will work to assure ground water resources (aquifers) and surface water 
are protected The County will work to keep current on the risks to ground and 
surface water resources posed by human activities and update its rules and policies to 
manage these risks to protect the public's health. 

1.2 The County will work to assure that public water supplies are properly managed; 
monitored wells produce safe, clean drinking water; and surface water is protected .. 
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1.3 The County will collaborate with regional and local partners to assure regional water 
quality and to identify public health risks. 

1.4 The County sanitary code will include standards that ensure new and replacement 
on-site sewage systems are property designed, constructed and maintained to reduce 
risks to public health and surface water resources. 

1.5 The County will ensure that septic systems are property monitored and managed and 
failing systems are identified and promptly repair 

1.6 The County will ensure that wastes are man otect groundwater and surface 
water resources. 

1.7 The County should condition the a 
they do not adversely affect grou , 
evaluated for physical, biological a 
materials and chemicals. 

1. 8 The County will ensur 
pose significant public he . 

velopment permits so 
roposals should be 

pesticides, toxic 

to complaints and take enforcement action 
s are properly managed. 

s and assure they comply with pe1mit 
es are properly managed. 

nduc · ·each to bring better understanding of environmental 

with rules for p 
provided by a stat 

rotect a r and water quality to Mason County residents. 

/ business (small quantity generators) to assure compliance 
' ing and disposal of hazardous materials (this is cmTently 

ed position housed in Kitsap County). 

2.5 The County should provide education about the health and environmental hazards 
associated with household products. Inf01mation about safer or lower-risk products 
should also be provided. 

2.6 The County should provide education about the health impacts of improperly 
disposing of hazardous materials such as herbicides, paints, pesticides, unused medicines, 
used motor oil, medical waste, etc. 
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2.7 The County should support product stewardship advocacy, programs and legislation 
to reduce the health and environmental impacts of consumer products in their general, 
consumption, storage and disposal. This should also include providing information to the 
public about the importance of product stewardship. 

2.8 The County's own procurement practices should reflect the goal ofreducing the 
generation of hazardous materials as much as possible. Policies should be updated 
periodically to ensure that the least toxic effective alternatives are purchased and used. 

Nutrition Goals and Policies 

The following goals and policies aim to promote wellnes 
disease by increasing the proportion of Mason CountY. 

uce the incidence of chronic 
ho eat healthfully -

specifically to improve nutrition. 

Goal 1: Improve places where people pur 
healthy options accessible to all local reside 

1.1 The County will work w· 
of healthful foods in institut 
facilities. 

1.2 The County wi 
affordability, 

Goal 2: 

affordability 

ccessibility, availability, 
aso unty, including 

mall store initiatives, mobile 
donation initiatives. 

ood and Nutrition where people live, 
ealthier food options. 

2.2 s to improve nutrition quality of foods and beverages served 
stent with the Standards for Foods in Schools. 

2.3 Increase poll . 
workplaces, and lea 

practices to support breastfeeding in health care, community, 
ng and child care settings. 

Physical Activity Goals and Policies 
The following goals and policies aim to promote wellness and reduce the incidence of chronic 
disease by increasing the proportion of Mason County residents who meet the recommendations 
for daily physical activity. 
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Goal 1: Create Environments for Active Living, Fostering Changes to the Community 
Environment and Associated Policies that Increase Physical Activity 

1.1 Increase access to free or low cost recreational opportunities for physical activity 

1.2 The County will support planning approaches - zoning and land use - that promote 
physical activity. 

1.3 The County will support and encourage complete streets and community design for 
increased physical activity and active transpmiatio .~ 

~ 

1.4 The County will enhance the safety and perce , 
encourage walking and bicycling .. : 

Goal 2: Increase Levels of Physical Activi 
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CHAPTER XII 

HEAL TH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Purpose Statement 

sustainability, and simultaneously advance other goals such as promoting job creating and economic 
stability, transportation access and mobility, a strong agricultural system, and educational attainment. 
There is not one "right" way to im plement a l=lealth in /\II Policies approach, and there is substantial 
flexibility in process, structu re, and scope. 

/\ l=lealthy Community Framework was created and shared nationally. It was developed based upon 
broad discussions with communities, government, and publ ic health leaders in response to the 
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question, "What is a Healthy Community?,, This led to the conce pt of a "Health in All Policies,, approach 
to ensuring a healthier population. 

The Washington State "Healthier Washington Initiative,, summarizes the prevention framework as a 
framework to "Improve the health of Washingtonians through intential internal linkages between public 
health, health service delivery, and systems influencing the social determinants of health11

• 

What is a Healthy Community? 
A Healthy Community provides for the following through all stages of life : 

Meets basic needs of all 
• Safe sustainable accessible and affordable trans o 

• Affordable 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

Oualit 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

sible education 

ive and res ectful 
ement 

econom 

• rtive relationshi s families homes and nei hborhoods 

• 

The purpose of this Chapter is to plan for the environments and services that will meet the needs of 
current and future Mason County residents while preventing or controlling disease and keeping the 
local population as healthy and productive as possible. 

The purpose of this section is to This Chapter will describe goals and strategies that promote a healthy 
living environment for the betterment of the community. /\ healthy community environment is 
influenced by many factors. Research focusing upon the interaction between health and the 

Hea lth and Human Services1.2.1.1zdocx.docxl=lealth and l=luman Services.darn Page 2 of 23 



environment shows that hea lth is not on ly affected by the direct pathologica l impacts of various 
chemica l, physical, and bio log ical agents, but also is strongly infl uenced by factors on broader 
phys ica l and social environments . These incl ude; urban deve lopment and transportation, safe 
housing, and opportunities for recreation 

8. Authority and Origins of Planning in Public Health 

The authority of the County to do the work of protecting the public's health and safety is established by 
the laws of Washington State - namely the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) section 70.05.060 -

which set forth the owers and duties of the local Board of alth. The state law for rowth 
mana ement also sets forth the authorit of the Board of C ;,-Commissioners to establish this 

bodies is that the Board of Health 

The RCW states that the Board of Health shall: 

/\ subsequent section, RCW zo.0 5.0101 described the powers and duties of the local health officer, 
reinforcing that this is a means for the Board of Health to meet its responsibilities. 

History 
Public health was defined by the American public health leader, Charles Edward/\ Winslow, in 1920 as, 
"the science and art of preventing disease, prolonging life, and promoting physical health and efficiency 
through organized community efforts for the sanitation of the environment, the control of community 
infections, the education of the individual in princi ples of personal hyg iene, the organization of medical 
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and nursing service for the early diagnosis and preventive treatment of disease, and the development 

of the social machinery 1Nhich 'Nill ensure to every individual in the community a standard of living 
adequate for the maintenance of health." 

During the 18oo's1 when the gro1Nth of large, 1v<ery densely populated industrial cities made dealing 'Nith 
human and other wastes through sanitation a ma jor focus of government in order to protect people 

from infectious diseases and poor air, both planning and public health were born as disciplines. They 

shared a focus on maintaining or protecting public \Velfare, particularly health and safety. Scientific 

understanding of the causes and consequences of diseases was increasing, and early on it established 

ASSESSMENT 

1. 

haviors such as tobacco use diet and exercise 
n the health of individuals families and even 

roximatel 

of care received. 

Understanding of lnteractio between the Built Environment and Health 

• Access to Healthy Food The nutrition environment, from how close by grocery stores are to 
neighborhoods where many live to the menus of restaurants and other food service 
establishments, constrains or enhances the choices of healthier, nutrient rich foods available to 
local residents. Access to healthy food can be improved by encouraging features like 
community gardens, farmers markets, healthier food bank donations, and promotions of 
healthy foods, as well as through governmental and private sector policies . 

• Facilities for Physical Activity - the availability of active, walkable places - destinations, parks, 
sidewalks and trails near where people live and work, and the design of these facilities to be 
safe and inviting - is strongly associated with levels of physical activity. a key factor in 
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preventing chronic disease . Other main characterist ics for creati ng good access t o physica l 

activity opportunities that re late to planning t he built environment are density and t ypes of 

uses, which bring more destinations for walking or ot her activity within reach of residents or 

people at work. 

• Water- There is continued need for managing wastes and pathogens in order to maintain clean 

drinking water and to protect water quality more broadly. Land uses and activities such as 

raising animals/keeping pets or pest and weed control can have substantial impacts on water 

quality. 

• The availability of sufficient housing stock in sufficient variety to provide choices from single

famil residences to multi -famil residences in both rur:a and hi her densit locations is 

essential. Affordabi lit and location is critica l to faci lita 

the socia l determinants of health. 

So how does Mason Count Fare: t he followin 
are a few examples: 1 

• 

• 

• s com a red to the 

• 

·:al & Economic Factors and the Ph sical 

• 
• s 
• Food environ me ~,?' 

for Mason Count v 

e is 15% . 

a red to the State's 2 % 

In 201 Mason Count 

ctors that contribute to a health food environment - o - 10 is .6 

for the State 

• Physical inactivity is 24% for Mason County compared to the State's 18% 

Percentage of adults with adequate access to locations for physical activity is 69% for Mason 

County versus 89% for the State. 

• Mason County's adults that engage in excessive drinking is virtually the same as the State's. 

• 34e% of Mason County's driving deaths involve alcohol while 3z4e% of the State's driving 

deaths involve alcohol. 

1 2015 County Health Rankings 
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Social and Economic Factors*-
• On- time graduation rates for Mason County are 73w% compared to the State's average of 

789% 
• Mason County residents with some college is 553::&% while the State's average is 6z.8% 
• Mason County consistently experiences a higher unemployment rate than the Statewide rate . 
• 248% of Mason County's children live in poverty versus the Statewide rate of 189%. Th is has 

increased from the 22% of chi ldren living in poverty in the 2013 report while the State has 
remained the same. 

• 35% of Mason County children live in single parent households while statewide 29% of children 
live in single parent households . 

• Violent Crime er 100 ooo o ulation re 6 100 ooo 
reported in 2013 to 285/100,000 in 2015 

average. 
• Mason Count residents ex erience more 

statewide average (59/100.000). 

Physical Environment*-

• 

• 

• ers drive alone to work com a red to the State's avera % . 

• orkers drive alone for a Ion commute defined as commutin more 
than 30 minutes) versus 33% of the Statewide average. 

o Many Mason County commuters leave Mason County to work in other Counties such as 
Kitsap, Thurston, Pierce and King Counties. 

---These commuting patterns are not unexpected in a rural community, but can be contributing§ 
factors in lowering the percentage of citizens exercising routinely. 
o factors in lowering the percentage of citizens exercising routinely. 

*20165 National County Health Rankings Report for Mason County 

Health and Human Services1.2.1.1zdocx.docx'9ealth an d Human Services.darn Page 6 of 23 



Mason County has one incorporated city (Shelton), and two Urban Growth Areas (Allyn and Belfair), 

with most of the county population located in the extensive rural areas. Seniors and retirees choose to 

live in Mason County due to its proximity to large population centers and the relative affordability of 

local housing. 

Between 2010 and 2014 Mason County's population increase was at 2 .14% while the State grew at the 

rate of 3 .62%. Mason County is expected to continue to increase its population with a medium level 
rate as projected by t he Office of Financial Management. 

compared to the other 38 Washington counties: 

• Among all adult over 18 years of age, Mason County has the 10th highest death rate 

in the state, with an age adjusted rate oh,324/100,000 people as compared to the 
state average of 985/100,000 people. 

• Mason County has the 3rEI highest premature adult death rate in the state . 

• Mason County children born in 2001 have a life expectancy of76 years compared to 
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78 years for state . This is the 5th lmvest life expectancy rate in the state . 

Mason County motor vehicle death and non fatal hospitalization rates are high compared to state 
figures: 

• Mason County's motor vehicle death rate is 23.5,'1,ooo people compared to sate rate 
of 12.5,'1,000. 

• Mason County's motor vehicle accidents non fatal Hospitalizations rate is 88.2,'1,ooo 
compared to state rate of 47.6,'1,000. 

• The number of accepted child abuse and neglect cases rates is greater in Mason 
county, 52.7/1,000 children, than the state rate of36.5/1,ooo (2004) 

Although Mason County compares well to the state in percent of adult with some college 
education, the county does not compare favorable 'Nith regard to the percent of adults with a BJ\ 
degree or higheri 

• 16% of Mason County residents have a BJ\ degree or higher, compared to the state 
average of 28%. (2000) 
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• Nearly 17% of Mason County residents over the age of 25 have not completed high 

school or it's equivalency, compared to a state average oh3%. (2000) 

In 2005, the ~Jational Association of Counties (N/\CO) through funding by the Federal Office of 

Rural Health Policy, completed a survey of Mason County residents to learn public opinion and 

useful information regarding Mason County's health care system. The survey revealed that over 

25% of Mason County residents felt there are not enough doctors in Mason County. This affirms 

the findings of the US Department of Health and Human Services, which has consistently 

designated Mason County as a Health Professional Shortage l\rea (HPS/\) for primary care 

XII-3 ANALYSIS 

As a rural community, populations are dispersed and services are limited in many 
communitiesareas. 
As a result, most county residents are highly dependent upon the automobile as the primary 
means to access goods and services. This can limit opportunities for walking or bicycling as a 
means for exercise. The county could offset this through the development of public trails to 
promote walking or bicycling, and improving the quality and accessibility of county recreational 
facilities. The county could also increase efforts to inform the citizenry of the many 
opportunities for exercise and relaxation within Mason County provided by the numerous 
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County and State Parks, and Olympic National Park. 

Within the more densely populated urban growth areas, alternative modes of transportation are 
encouraged. However, much of the supporting infrastructure is not yet in place. The County 
has plans to developed a Master Parks Comprehensive Plan in 20 .Ll.06.:., and should integrate 
tihis plan integrates with the parks 
and public trails called for within the various sub-area plans of the urban growth areas. This 
would should further support the development of walking or biking trails within the urban 
growth areas, This Master Plan should be integrated into the overall Comprehensive Plan to 
ensure internal linka es amon the s stems influencin the soc· determinants of health 

and-improve access to the many recreational facilities wi 

Access to local, affordable, quality h sical behav · 
promote community health. 
_However, as in other rural communities, patie 
medical these services and treatment. Primary 
_health care providers located in Mason County; 

rovidin services in 
rovide the re uired ser 

choose to 

affiliated with 

significantly increased the ber of residents with health insurance and created an even greater 
demand for services and -demand on network adequacy to meet those service needs.Results of 
the NACO survey should be utilized in the 
preparation of refined goals, policies, and strategies that address community needs and improve 
health care services within Mason County. This could include identifying and developing 
strategies specifically crafted to : 

· Identify gaps in the health care service and delivery system in Mason County, such as 
the shortage of primary care providers, and identify strategies to addresses these gaps, 
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· Promote and support programs and services that meet the specific health and social 
needs of the range of households within Mason County, 

· £tudy the feasibilty of establishing a Medieal Savings Aeeount Plan for Mason 
County citizens, and; 

· Establish a Federal Qualified Health Clinie (FQHC) in Mason County. 

County, regional_.--and state, and non-profit social program 
and the 

z 
delivered water m . ·S accepted 
_requirement for periozil'i esf 
are typically ·:,,; 
_deeper than private wells, rta dng these community wells less suscep!ible to contamination than 
_the more shallow private wells. Thus, by encouraging community water supply systems, the 
_ County WBtlld will increase the lik~lihood of residents having access to reliable, clean drinking 
water. 
Mason County may ·.vish to consider crafting supplemental will draft -polices that_ would 
increase the 
_quality and reliability of the water supply system by promoting community wells to reduce the 
_need for less regulated new private wells, and reevaluating countywide storm water management 
_policies as increased development occurs in the urban growth areas. 
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XII-4 GOALS AND POLICIES 

General County wide Planning Goals and Policies: 

Access to Care Goals and Policies 
The following goals, policies and objectives aim to ensure that all residents of Mason County 
have access to affordable, high quality health care, including behavioral health care, and dental 
care, and services that address the social determinants of health; and that adequate clinical 

reventive services are available to revent illness or 

Goal 1: Local and Regional Health Planning 

Mason County willshall promote and support local 
health-eare planning focuses on efficient and ef£ 
care needs and the social determinants of hea 

Policies: 
1.1 : Mason County will 

in health and human service 

Assess 
ublic health standa 

of illness in Mason Coun . 

participation 

1.6 Mason County will support organizational capacity in the community to stay abreast 
of health reform and the Healthier Washington Initiative opportunities for improving the health 
of Mason County residents. 

1.7 Mason County 1.vill support organizational capacity in the community to link residents 
with appropriate health insurance. 
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1.8 Mason County will identify and implement strategies to assure stable, effective 
community dental care and assist in recruiting dental care providers. The County will further 
support organizational capacity in the community to refer and link residents with dental 
providers. 
[Refer to XII.5 ,A~. for implementation strategies and objectives.] 

Goal 2: Clinical and Community Preventative Services are Available and Used Effectively 

hie locations of Mason Coun residents are available. 

3.4 The Count , ~ aborate with state re ional and local stakeholders to assure so 
that resources are eq "' tably distributed for emergent, urgent, treatment, and prevention 
services. 

3.5 Mason County will work with the comt system, law enforcement, and the 
prosecutor's office to ensure best practices are employed with regard to reducing the 
conelation between pove1ty and the criminal justice system. 
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3.6 Mason County collaborates with the court system to ensure persons receive 
appropriate and adequate care for physical health, behavioral health, and substance use 
issues while incarcerated. 

Goal 4: A Regional Approach to High Quality Medical Care and Social Services at Lower 
Cost 

4.1 

needs of the residents of Mason County. 

4.2 

water safe food disease 
direct! related to the im 

Goal 12-: Protectio 
Su lies· Surface 

1.3 The County w1 llaborate with regional and local partners to assure regional water 
quality and to identify public health risks . 

1.4 The County sanitary code will include standards that ensure new and replacement 
on-site sewage systems are property designed, constructed and maintained to reduce 
risks to public health and surface water resources. 

1.5 The County will ensure that septic systems are property monitored and managed and 
failing systems are identified and promptly repaired. 
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1.6 The County will ensure that wastes are managed to protect groundwater and surface 
water resources. 

1. 7 The County should condition the approval of land use and development permits so 
they do not adversely affect ground and surface water quality. Proposals should be 
evaluated for physical, biological and chemical impacts, including pesticides, toxic 
materials and chemicals. 

1.8 

rovide education about the health and environmental hazards 
associated with hou old products. Information about safer or lower-risk products 
should also be provided. 

2.6 The County should provide education about the health impacts .of improperly 
disposing of hazardous materials such as herbicides, paints, pesticides, unused medicines, 
used motor oil, medical waste, etc. 

2.7 The County should support product stewardship advocacy, programs and legislation 
to reduce the health and environmental impacts of consumer products in their general, 
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consumption, storage and disposal. This should also include providing information to the 
public about the importance of product stewardship. 

2.8 The County' s own procurement practices should reflect the goal ofreducing the 
generation of hazardous materials as much as possible. For example extending producer 
responsibility into product procurement contracts and practices whenever feasible . 
Policies should be updated periodically to ensure that the least toxic effective alternatives 
are purchased and used. 

Nutrition Goals and Policies 

of healthful foods in institut 
facilities. 

mobile 
food bank donation initiatives. 

1.2.4 Provide incentives for new grocery development in areas vlhere grocery 
stores are lacking. 

1.2.5 Support menu labeling and promotion for restaurants not covered by federal 
lmv. 
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Goal 2: Improve Policies and Systems regarding Food and Nutrition where people live, 
work and play so that they are encouraged to find healthier food options. 

2.1 Improve jurisdiction-wide nutrition policies in the institutions that serve people in 
Mason County. 

2.2 

2.1.1 Promote the purchase of fruits , vegetables, and other healthy foods through 
incentives associated with food assistance programs. 

or available in schools cons· 

2.3.3 Support increased access to International Board Certified Lactation 
Consultants .. 

Physical Activity Goals and Policies 
The following goals and policies aim to promote wellness and reduce the incidence of chronic 
disease by increasing the propo1iion of Mason County residents who meet the recommendations 
for daily physical activity. 
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Goal 1: Create Environments for Active Living, Fostering Changes to the Community 
Environment and Associated Policies that Increase Physical Activity 

1.1 Increase access to free or low cost recreational opportunities for physical activity 

8upport creation or enhancement of access to places for physical activity 
combined with informational outreach activities (examples include 

1.3 

walking paths, eJcercise facilities indoors, improved access to nearby 
. . 

for 

easier to \Valk, bicycle, or be otherwise active vmile meeting transportation 
needs. 

The County v,rill address the unique challenges of promoting access to 
physical activity opportunities in a rural County where roadway 
infrastructure and land use is not generally supportive of vmlking or 
bicvcling. 
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1.1.1 

1.1.2 

1.3 .5 Mason County will v,ork with Washington Department of Transportation 
during the the 
pla nning of state highway upgrades to bu ild safe bike/pedestrian pathways in desired 
locations. 

1.4 The County will Benhance the safety and perceived safety of communities to 
encourage walking and bicycling 

2.3 The County will-Ppromote enhanced school-based physical education. 

2.3 The County will support implementation of the Public Trails Policies and 
establishment of a network of non-motorized paths within Mason County. 

Tobaeeo Prevention Coals and Polieies 
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The following goals and policies aim to promote wellness and reduce the incidence of 
chronic disease by reducing the use of tobacco and preventing eJcposure to secondhand 
smoke. 

Goal 1: Eliminate Exposure to Seeondhand Smoke and Support the De\'elopment of 
Smoke free Housing 

1.1 Support the development of smoke free housing 
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Mason County shall suppo1i policies and practices that promote safer drinking ·.vater. 

[Refer to XII.5 B. for implementation strategies and objectives.] 

Goal 3: 

Mason County shall promote and support policies and programs that improve 
local access to 

public trails and recreational facilities . 

and ',Nill ensure 
that the County is appropriately represented in these planning activities. 

Methods and 
objectives 1.vould include: 

1. To work with the community to identify gaps in health care service and 
delivery 

system, and identify strategies to addresses these gaps. 
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2. To 'identify on going planning processes, identify the lead agency, and 
evaluate the 

role of County representation in the planning process. 

3. To consider establishing a Community Health Cm·e Task Force to address 
health care 

issues. 

4 . To complete an inventory of county staff involvement in on going health 
and human 

service plan...'ling activities. 

healthier 

2. Exploring strategies (policies, incentives, and/or practices) that encourage multiple 
party wells. 

3. Exploring and implementing strategies (policies, incentives, and /or practices) that 
encourage 

Multiple party on site treatment systems or community sevrer systems. 

4. Consider periodic updates to the countywide storm water management policies 
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programs that address potential negative effects of increased urban style 
development. 

ILG. 8upp01i implementation of the Public Trails Policies and establishment of a network 
Bf 
pedestrian and bicycle paths within Mason County. Components may include: 
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CHAPTER VII 

UTILITIES 

EXISTING CONDITIONS 

Overview 

GMA requires that comprehensive plans contain a utilities element. This element should include the 
general location, and capacity of all existing and proposed utilities, including, but not limited to, 
electrical lines, telecommunications lines, and natural gas lines. 

This chapter focuses on conditions of public and private utilities in Mason County. Utilities that appear 
in this chapter include: electricity, natural gas, and telecommunications, including cellular 
communications. Water, sewer, storm water and solid waste, which are often considered as utilities, 
are discussed in the Capital Facilities Chapter VI. Figure Vll -1 shows the general location of existing or 
proposed utility districts, major electrical transmission lines, electrical distribution substations, natural 
gas pipelines and service areas, telecommunications service areas, cellular communication tower sites. 

Planning policies related to utility provision can be found principally in Sections 111-9 and Vl -2. 

Public and Private Utilities 

Most land uses require the presence of utilities, whether they be residential, commercial, industrial, or 
even agricultural. Utilities are categorized based on ownership of the utility, that is whether they are 
publicly or privately owned. Public utilities generally provide services to a specific area. There are 
publicly-owned community water, sanitary sewer systems, storm water management systems, and 
solid waste management systems in Mason County. These public utilities and private water and sewer 
systems are discussed in the Capital Facilities chapter of the Plan, Chapter VI. 

In Washington State, electricity is provided by a public utility district, electric cooperative, mutual, 
municipality, or privately (investor) owned utility. Two public utility districts provide electrical serve to 
customers in Mason County. The electrical utilities are discussed below in this chapter. Private utilities 
in Washington State, such as Centurylink and Cascade Natural Gas, are regulated by the Washington 
State Utilities and Transportation Commission (WUTC). 

The State of Washington Department of Health, as well as local Health Departments, defines an 
approved water system serving more than one residence as "public" even though the system may be 
owned and operated by a private person or company. 
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Electricity 

Public Utility District No. 1 (PUD 1) and Public Utility District No. 3 (PUD 3) provide electrical service to 

residents of Mason County. Both districts purchase power from the Bonneville Power Administration 
and distribute it to their customers. Neither public utility district has baseload power production 

facilities. The Bonneville Power Administration and the City of Tacoma have high voltage transmission 

facilities in Mason County. The City of Tacoma also has an electrical generation fac ility near Hoodsport, 

which uses water drawn from Lake Cushman. Neither transmission utility provides local service in 

Mason County. 

Electrical power for Mason County is supplied through a regional transmission grid (which is the 

interconnected network of transmission lines and other supporting equipment) at 500,000 volts, 

230,000 volts, and 115,000 volts from generation plants operated by BPA along the Columbia River. 

Transmission to Mason County is through the Olympia Transmission Substation through 115,000 volt 
and 230,000 volt power lines wh ich go to the BPA Shelton Transmission Substation, where service is 

split to serve East and West of the Hood Canal. The Shelton and Belfair urban growth areas are served 

by 115,000 volt power lines. The network connects to the PUDs through switching stations and then to 

distribution substations. The electrical power carried by the high voltage lines is transformed to lower 

voltages for distribution to PU D's ne ighborhood distribution substations and on to the user. Both PUDs 

provide annual capital improvement programs eithe r directly from user revenues, or from the sale of 

bonds which are redeemed by user revenues. 

Public Utility District No. 1 

The service area for Mason County Public Utility District 1 (PUD 1 ) begins approximately one mile west 
of Twanoh State Park, on the south side of Hood Canal, and extends along the Canal to the 

Mason/Jefferson County line. The service area stretches along Hood Canal for approximately 50 miles. 

The district encompasses several river valleys including the Skokomish, Lilliwaup, Hamma Hamma, 

Duckabush and Dosewallips. PUD 1 serves the communities of Lilliwaup, Hoodsport, Potlatch, Union 

and the Skokomish Indian Reservation . 

PUD 1 provides power t o approximately 5,250 customers. In 1993, PUD 1 supplied a total of 58.7 million 
kilowatt hours. The district has a 20-year purchase agreement with the Bonneville Power 

Administration, which will provide for their projected power requirements through the year 2002. The 

district also purchases power from the Lilliwaup Falls Hydro Facility. PUD 1 has substations located at 

Potlatch, Duckabush, Hoodsport, the Skokomish river valley and Union. 

PUD 1 provides approxi mately $300,000 in capital improvement projects annually. Facility upgrades are 

expected to serve futu re populations. PUD 1 does not serve either urban growth area in Mason County. 

The utility is demand driven - that is, it expands it activities to respond to the demand as needed or as 

projected. Substations and distribution networks are constructed or improved to meet electrical 

demand. Customers needing to be connected to the service would generally cover the costs of the 

connection, which will vary by site. Once service is connected, costumers is the same class of service 

(for instance, residential) pay a rate based on the cost to serve their type of energy demand and 
consumption. Transmission lines are usually placed in public road rights-of-way, or as provided for by 

new land developments. 
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Public Utility District No. 1 

Mason County Public Utility District No. 3 (PUD 3) provides electrical power to all nearly all of Mason 
County excluding that area served by PUD 1. It provides electrical power to approximately 34,000 
customers. In 2015, PUD 3 supplied a total of foo million kilowatt hours. PUD 3 has a purchase 
agreement with BPA that provides for their projected power requirements though the year 2025 

PUD 3 also receives small amounts of electricity from the Nine Canyon and White Creek wind farms, 
and Packwood Lake Hydroelectric Project. The PUD owns a 5.4 megawatt natural gas-fired generator 
(Olympic View Generating Station) located on Highway 102 near Shelton. The station is powered by 
reciprocating natural gas engines. The generator was used during the 2001 energy crisis to reduce 
energy demands. It is kept on standby for potential demand reduction, backup, reduction of Bonneville 
Power Administration transmission congestion on the Olympic Peninsula, or load shedding during 
times of high power demands in the region. 

The PUD is subject to the Washington State Energy Independence Act (Chapter 19.285 RCW), which 
establishes a renewable portfolio standard with renewable energy targets as a percentage of customer 
load. The targets have increased over time, from 3 percent in 2012, to 9 percent in 2016, to 15 percent in 
2020. Eligible resources include water, wind, solar energy, geothermal energy, landfill gas, wave, ocean 
or tidal power, gas for sewage treatment plants and biodiesel fuel and biomass energy. Electricity 
generated at existing hydropower facilities do not count towards l-937 renewable portfolio compliance. 

There are 11 substations that serve PUD 3 customers. They are Collins Lake, Union River, Belfair, 
Benson (Mason-Benson Rd.), Pioneer (Highway 3, near Pickering Rd.) Mason (Downtown Shelton), 
Dayton, Skookum (near the Hwy 108 & Hwy 101 intersection), Mountain View, and Potlatch (near Lake 
Cushman, owned by BPA). To increase system reliability, there is another substation planned for 
construction near Taylor Towne. 

Substations and distribution networks are constructed or improved to meet electrical demand and 
ensure reliable and safe operation of the PUD 3 power grid. The utility is demand driven - that is, it 
expands its level of service to meet demand as needed or projected. Customers needing to be 
connected to the service generally cover the costs of the connection. This may include infrastructure 
expansion and improvements, which vary by site and service requirements. Once service is connected, 
costumers in the same class of service (for instance, residential) pay a rate based on the cost to serve 
their type of energy demand and consumption. PUD 3 provides approximately $5.8 million in capital 
improvement projects annually. 

The PUD has not identified any lands needed for future expansions of facilities as capital or 
maintenance projects. However, when land developers submit an application for connection, the utility 
plans and coordinates construction of the required electrical facilities to serve the load of the 
completed planned development. The developer bears the cost of required infrastructure 
improvements. 

Existing transmission lines are generally located in road rights-of-way. The PUD does not normally 
purchase or condemn rights-of-ways for their utility lines, but hopes to continue to use public rights-of
way for their utility lines in the future. The location of electrical lines on property being developed is 
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determined by the property owner, although the county subdivision regulations provide for utility 

easements. These usually include the roadways and along lot lines. 

The PUD recommends installation of distribution facilities below ground and in conduit. Although this 

method of installation is more expensive, the benefits include greater reliability, lower maintenance 
costs, and improved aesthetics. 

Natural Gas 

Cascade Natural Gas 

Cascade Natural Gas Corporation provides natural gas throughout Mason County. It has offices in 

Aberdeen and Bremerton. The Aberdeen office serves the Shelton, Oak Park and Lake Limerick areas. 
The Bremerton office serves to the Belfair area. 

Cascade Natural Gas serves approximately 2,300 commercial and residential customers in Mason 

County. The company does not plan for individual connections, but responds to requests for service 

which might be for new development or for conversion from other energy sources. System expansions 

generally use existing rights-of-way or public road rights-of-way. Transmission capacity can be 

expanded through existing lines or by adding or enlarging lines. Cascade Natural Gas serves 16 counties 

in Washington State. 

Cascade Natural Gas provides gas service to Mason County from a tap off of Williams Northwest 

Pipeline in Shelton. A major supply line for the company runs through Mason County by the Shelton 

Urban Growth Area and the Belfair Urban Growth Area. The company continually expands it!s natural 
gas system in response to demand. The method used to determine the economic viability of natural 

gas system expansion is dictated by Rule 8 on file with the Washington Utilities and Transportation 
Commission. Routes for expansions of service depend on the demand, available rights-of-way, 

environmental permitting issues, and opportunities created by new development, or the work in rights

of-way by other utilities or the county or state. 

Telecommunications 

Several companies provide telecommunications service in Mason County. They include Hood Canal 

Telephone Company, Inland Telephone Company, and Centurylink, Comcast and Wave Broadband. 
The following map identifies provider service area information. Existing transmission lines are generally 

located in road rights-of-way. The location of telephone lines on property being developed is 

determined by the property owner, although the county subdivision regulations provide for utility 

easements. These usually include the roadways and along lot lines. 

Hood Canal Telephone Company 

Hood Canal Telephone Co. Inc, dba as Hood Canal Communications is the Incumbent local exchange 

(ILEC) carrier in Union . They provide telephone, broadband and cable services using fiber, copper 
telephone cables and coaxial lines. They are also a competitive local exchange carrier (CLEC) providing 

the same services into Centurylink's serving territory using fiber and coaxial cables.The CLEC serves 
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the communities of Skokomish Reservation, Potlatch, Hoodsport, Lilliwaup, Hamma Hamma, Lake 
Cushman, Skokomish Valley, Shelton, Squaxin Tribe, l<amaliche, Timberlakes, Shorecrest, and Spencer 
Lake. They have interconnection agreements with Centurylink for telephone service and utilize 
multiple providers for middle mile fiber connections. They provide telecommunication services to 
approximately 5,000 business and residential customers. 

Inland Telephone Company 

The Inland Telephone Company provides local telephone service in the Dewatto area. Its service area 
includes the east shore of Hood Canal from the Mason/Kitsap County Line south to Red Bluff. Inland 
Telephone provides single party service to business and residential customers. 

CenturyLink 

Centurylink is the largest provider of local exchange service in Mason County, with a service area that 
includes all areas of the county not served by the Hood Canal and Inland Telephone Companies. The 
company provides telephone service to both of the urban growth areas in the county. US West 
generally provides a full range of telecommunication services, however services available in specific 
areas depend on customer demand and the capabilities of the local central offices. 

Cellular Communications 

Cellular communications services differ from traditional telecommunications services. Cellular 
communications systems use phones and other communication devices that transmit and receive radio 
signals on bands reserved solely for such activity. Signals are transmitted and received by low power 
antennae. The area over which one antenna can transmit and receive to the individual phones is called a 
cell. The coverage of the cells overlaps so that, ideally, the user can be transferred from one cell to 
another without interruption of service. 

The cellular industry is regulated by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). Local government 
authority to regulate telecommunication services are also limited and defined by Federal law. In 1998, 
Mason County adopted an ordinance to regulate telecommunication facilities. This was a response to 
the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996, which established the ground rules for increased 
competition in the telecommunications industry. The Act removed previous limits on the entry of new 
providers into an area. 

The demand for service and new facilities for telecommunications is difficult to assess because of the 
changing technologies and the consumer demand for new services. 
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DEMAND FOR PRIVATE UTILITIES 

Private utilities, with the exception of cellular communications, are regulated by the Washington State 
Utilities and Transportation Commission (WUTC). The WUTC sets the levels of service that must be 
maintained by each of the utilities. Private Utility providers perform their own projecting and planning 
of needs and services. Cost of providing the service are paid by the user. However, the comprehensive 
plan will be an invaluable tool for Utility providers in determining future need and locations of services. 

Shelton and Belfair are the County's only Urban Growth Areas. These areas have utility services, and 
the infrastructure exists to provide additional services. Utility providers may decide to expand their 
facilities if projected growth exceeds the current capacity to provided services at acceptable levels. 
Telecommunications and electrical service are particularly difficult to plan for because both industries 
are in the process of de-regulation. Telecommunication facilities are also strongly affected by rapidly 
changing technology. 

Utility Policies 

County-Wide Planning Policies 

In 1992, Mason County and the City of Shelton, adopted the County-Wide Planning Policies (CWPP). 
These policies were designed to guide each agency's GMA Planning process. The CWPPs encourage the 
"sharing of corridors for major utilities, trails and other transportation rights of way(s) ." As discussed 
above, all of these utilities, except for cellular telecommunications, rely on the use of existing rights-of
way, such as public road rights-of-way, and on the establishment of new right-or-ways when land is 
subdivided. Sharing of these rights-of-way meets most of the local distribution needs of the utilities, 
but calls for coordination of effort to keep costs down. 

Mason County Land Use Policies 

Gas, electricity, and telecommunications in Mason County are each tied into a reg ional system, where 
local capacity depends on regional capacity. The greatest growth in demand for services will be in the 
urban growth areas, which are near major transmission lines. 

Many of the Land Use Policies that address performance districts in rural areas provide for clustering of 
development. Neighborhood distribution needs must be met, but this type of development allows for 
more efficient provision of utilities and services. By encouraging clustering of rural development at the 
scale of the rural activity centers and community centers, or at the scale of an individual clustered 
subdivision, local distribution costs may be reduced. 

Growth is also focused in the designated urban areas of Shelton and Belfair. Additional population is 
reserved for development of fully contained communities. These urban development patterns will be 
more cost effective to provide with utility services. 

Private Utility providers in Mason County project and plan for growth. The Mason County 
Comprehensive Plan will be a resource for each of these providers to assist in determining the need for 
service expansion and new facilities. 
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ORDlINANCE NUMBER ----

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING MASON COUNTY CODE TITLE 14, 
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION, CHAPTER 14.08, BUILDING CODE 
AMENDMENTS, AMENDING SECTION 14.08.030 WITH RESPECT TO 
BOATHOUSES AND ADDING SECTION 14.08.031 TO ALLOW 
EXEMPTIONS FOR AGRICULTURAL AND STORAGE STRUCTURES 

11 .... ::;::,.. • 

• -~:=:.:::=-:~·· 
AN ORDlINANCE amending Title 14, Chapter 14.08, Builg_i.l}'.g}16de Amendments, amending 

... "!i··,•.·.•.;.,'i 
Sect'.o~ 14.08.030.with respe~t the ma intenance of boat~f:i?-\fJ;~ d adding ne:-V Section 14.08.031 
prov1d1ng exemptions for agricultu ral and storage struct.Y.r:e~s und,e.r:::the authority of RCW 19.27.040. 

'~*:,: '-::;;:,:•:h 

WHEREAS, :his Ordinance am~nds Chapte r 1. «#, : mendin~ 14.08.030 to exclude 
the normal maintenance and repair of boathou-sft rom building permit\ ~g)!,.1 rements; and 

:*:,.~ ~:~i~~ . ~~ 
":·.,. ~ ·,~I~, 

~:!~:;1~;;~:.~, ~;;::r 
WHEREAS, Sections 14.08.030 an~d,:;!y:=~}J~o.31 supple menu Section 105.2 of the International 
Building Code and International Resid~~i:; H~~&.~:it.9 includ~ )t.. in and specific agricultural and 

·,;;· ··~:~ ...... ~--~.,:• ~~~. ~:s 
storage structures and boathouse mainte'r;i:~rice ff~~g;J)Q,l,J ilding pe · it requirements. 

'·~it1, . '•::':l~J~1t::}:;:,;~ 
NOW THEREFO . REB ·~~f£ji~ ·Ill,,l )tt\;_he_ Board of Commi~sioners of 
Mason County here l5 ·· ends th ~ son Cou nt~fu;1ffeJ e Title 14c.C(i8 l'.Jlld1ng and Construction) 
revising Chapter 14.08. ,., . ,Attach',!, . nt A) '\~;J~ 

-.::,:,, ... ~~ ... 

Randy Neatherlin 
Commissioner 

'•.;:;:,:~, ,;~-:-;,,, 
•,:()A• 
'!;~~.,, ... ~ 

'<'•;:,:, •.9 

, _______ _ 

Kevin Shutty 
Chair 

Tim Wh itehead, Chief Deputy Prosecut ing Attorney_ 

Terri Jeffreys 
Commissioner 



ATTACHMENT A 

TITLE 14 - BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION 
AMENDING CHAPTER 14.08, SECTION 14.08.030 AND ADDING 

NEW SECTION 14.08.031 

14.08.030 ~ JIBC/ JIRC SECTION 105.1, PERMITS REQUJIRED. 

Section 105.1 is adopted, and supplemented with the following: 

(1) Permits shall be required for all docks, piers, and floats, excluding: the normal maintenance 

and repair of boathouses; and floats which are less than 120 square feet, are detached and 
chain anchored. Permits shall also be required for seawalls, bulkheads, or other similar 

structures, regardless of type of construction, including, but not limited to, rock, rip rap, 

pilings, wood and concrete block. 

(2) Permits shall be required for park trailers, recreational park trailers, manufactured housing, 

commercial structures, commercial coaches, factory built housing. 

(3) Permits shall be required for the construction of vehicular and/or pedestrian bridges. 
Submittal documents such as plans, calculations and specifications must be stamped and 

approved by an engineer licensed in the State of Washington is required. 

The Building Official may review and approve small private foot bridges not for vehicular use. 

(4) Tenant Review Applications, Commercial (COM) Permits shall be required for commercial 

use buildings when there is a change in tenant prior to occupancy whether or not 
construction or alterations are performed or proposed and regardless of the use or 

occupancy classification. When a building is constructed with future tenant spaces 
intended to be finished or occupied at a later date, a separate permit is required for each 

tenant space prior to any tenant occupancy. The permit fee shall be as adopted under the 
current building permit fee schedule. 

14.08.031 - JIBC/IRC SECTION 105.2, WORK EXEMPT FROM PERMIT. 

The International Building Code is clear on one important fact when it comes to exemptions. 
"Exemptions from permit requirements ... shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any work 
to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of th[e] International Building Code or any 

other laws or ordinances of [its] jurisdiction."1 Even though a building permit may not be required, 
provisions of the state code are still in force and effect. In this Section, Sections [A]105.2 and R 
105.2 of the International Building Code and International Residential Code are adopted herein by 

reference and supplemented with the following: 

(1) Agricultural buildings: A single-story building or structure directly related to an 
agricultural activity defined to include: farming; forestry; ranching; algaculture; 

aquaculture; apiculture (beekeeping); horticulture; viticulture; animal husbandry, including, 
but not limited to, the care and raising of livestock, equine, and fur-bearing animals; poultry 

1 IBC [A] 105. 2 
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husbandry and the production of poultry and poultry products; dairy production; the 
production of field crops, fruits, vegetables, nursery stock, ornamental shrubs, ornamental 
trees, Christmas trees, flowers, sod, or mushrooms; timber and pasturage. Agricultural 
buildings shall be exempt when 864 square feet or less with a wall height not to exceed 
16 feet, and setback ten feet from all other structures. This exemption does not apply to 
buildings used for the purpose of growing or producing medical or recreational cannabis 
which shall remain subject to the authority and restrictions of Mason County Code 
Chapters 17.09 (Collective Gardens) and 17.17 (Recreational Marijuana). 

(2) Storage (Non-Agricultural) Buildings: Single-story buildings or structures used for the 
storage of belongings, not designed for human habitation, and not used for remunerative 
purposes. These structures shall not be a place of human habitation or a place of 
employment, nor shall it be a place used by the public. Storage buildings shall be exempt 
when 576 square feet or less with a wall height not to exceed ten feet and shall be 
setback ten feet from all other structures. 

(3) Cargo containers, also known as intermodal freight containers, are standardized, 
reusable portable vessels that were originally designed for use in intercontinental 
traffic of freight a.nd designed to be mounted on a rail car, truck or ship. When such 
containers are used as a building or structure, they are subject to the provisions of the 
building code as adopted and modified by Mason County. Accordingly, a building 
permit is required to locate and use such structures. The site and building construction 
plans shall be adequate to demonstrate compliance with building, fire and site 
regulatory standards. Structural calculations are required for altered or structurally 
connected containers. 

As with other prefabricated structures such as portables or manufactured homes, 
building code approval of cargo containers may be obtained through the Washington 
State's Factory Built Structure Agency. Cargo Containers shall be exempt when 576 
square feet or less with a wall height not to exceed ten feet and shall be setback ten 
feet from all other structures. 

(4) Agricultural, Storage Buildings and Cargo Storage Containers shall be exempt from the 
permitting requirements of Title 14 only when: 

a. The property owner must obtain a Affidavit of Exemption and certify through the use of 
an affidavit recorded on title: 

i. That the exempt structure will meet the definitions in 14.08.031(1) or (2);and 

ii. That the structure is not located within a critical area unless it complies with 
Chapter 8.52 MCC, Resource Management; and 
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iii. That it complies with setback requirements in accordance with Title 17 MCC, 

Zoning; and 

iv. That it is built to the latest version of the International Residential Code and 

International Building and Fire Code; and 

v. That it exceeds 120 square feet in accordance with the 2015 International 

Building Code or 200 square feet in accordance with the 2015 Residential Code; 

and 

vi. That if required, construction documents prepared by a registered design 

professional be submitted with each Affidavit of Exemption . 

vii. Buildings or structures used for the storage of belongings, not designed for 
human habitation, and not used for remunerative purposes. These 
structures shall not be a place of human habitation or a place of 
employment, nor shall it be a place used by the public. 

viii. 

b. Plumbing and mechanical permits are still required. 

c. The maximum height of the structure not to exceed those described in 14.08.031(1) or 

(2). 

d. The exemption does not apply to structures located within a floodway. 

e. The proposed structure must adhere to other applicable Mason County, State, and 

Federal regulations or ordinances. 



AFFIDAVIT OF EXEMPTION 

AGRICULTURAL AND STORAGE BUILDINGS 

Does proposed building meeting either of the definitions? 
Does applicant have a copy of zoning regulations for building site? 
Does applicant need a copy of SMP or Resource Ordinance? 
Does applicant have a copy of Auditor's recording requirements? 

Does applicant have a Site Plan Checklist? -·~• 
Does applicant have a copy ofthe Affidavibrl emption? 
Does applicant have a copy of the Ordir~f:l:~~ 
Does applicant know how to access the~l~t1'1n'a~· i611al Building/Residential ,,~.._w "k\'\..'\. 
Code? ./.@::· .. '~zy ~~-

~~'&._%.).~':&~- -~:;::;.,;;;:::·· . ··<:::::>,:;:,:.::-~ ~~ 
~ -~,~~~ -~ ··~~;:~1::::.. --~·=::~f~]~~~···,. ~--·If ~~ •,:,:::·~::,, . ,,=::_::::~?::::,. 

~ . i orage (Non-).gJioqltu~l;m:~# fldings: ~ ;: gle-story buildings or structures used 
,~~ sto~age of ~ IJ?ingsl1~%1f:f igned for human habitation, and not u~ed for 
re~ o '8 at,ve purposeffJtese struetures shall not be a place of human habitat/On 
or a) ~.f:-.of emplo/Me! t, nor shall it be a place used by the public. Storage 
buildin~ , all be exe 't when 576 square feet or less with a wall height not 
to exceed ~ ~'?_t}:;,,$,_;/i1all be setback ten feet from all other structures. 

Cargo containers, also known as intermodal freight containers, are 
standardized, reusable portable vessels that were originally designed for use 
in intercontinental traffic of freight and designed to be mounted on a rail 
car, truck or ship. When such containers are used as a building or structure, 
they are subject to the provisions of the building code as adopted and 
modified by Mason County. Accordingly, a building permit is required to 
locate and use such structures. The site and building construction plans shall 
be adequate to demonstrate compliance with building, fire and site 
regulatory standards. Structural calculations are required for altered or 
structurally connected containers. 





AFFIDAVIT OF EXEMPTION 

The property owner must certify, th rough this Affidavit as recorded on property title, that the exempt 
structure meets the listed criteria in Section 14.08.031(1) or (2) and that the building meets the 
requirements of an agricultural building or storage structure as defined therein. A scaled site plan must 
be included and recorded with this Affidavit. 

I/We , being the)fg~.J owner(s) ofthe property 
M"-"•"•'••,·.,~' located at: Address: . .:::~::*::;:;::· , parcel no.: ..... ,,., .......... .. 

__________________ , acknowl~c;l~'e:;,J:(e following: ,«~ ,•,•n•~,':l;,:.;:s•;, wtw}·· ···:~ll::,, 
I. Building Use: Limitations of use of this structure sba'IL!Je'?either agtWuJtural or storages defined by 
Mason County Code. s..t~\'t~ ··::=ti~~'.(, .. , 

-~:;:- ·=::::::;:;\,, 
~· •,:,:•:•:•:•:, 

Agricultural buildings: A single-story BuifaL~ g or structure dir:2%i:i\ J~lated to an 
agricultural acti~ity defined to !nclude: f .r, .ing; f%~\f'Yi ranch'.ng;f ~1~_aculture; 
aquaculture; ap1culture (bee~~~ping); hort1c t flt ·t.1eulture; an1mal .,.-:i~.Y-~,bandry, 
including, but not limited to, iij~} ~J:~;.~nd raising~ ~ ·~~stock, equine, and fur-bearing 
animals; poultry husbandry anam~i*iSJ\P,:g.y,.ction of ~ -l,,l~~y and poultry products; dairy 

";-,, li°• .:.,, ,•,•, }, ''1§.~ 
production; the production of fie fejttr.~ops fif.~M,ltf.!,,,vegetaole ·' ·ti Ursery stock, ornamental 
shrubs, ornament~! trees, Christm~iwees, ·fl<i>J,~~{~1. sod, ·~ shrooms; timber and 
pasturag~. Ag~k~~ l~~~~!dings sh'~)~e ex_7::ITTP.t;fg:~;~} 64,;;sguare feet or less with 
a ~all he1gh~%0 ~:to excet_~G feet, ~~,1:l\W;cl< ten:if\1lJrom all other stru~tures. 
This exempti~ n';::, oes not~ (2 1y to burlclfr:i !;JS used for tKe purpose of growing or 
producing mediaW0r~recreat~ a1 cannabM®hich shall remain subject to the authority 
and r:estr;ictions of M~bn.,@tl~'t{~:~Gode Ch~~:'.'t h s 1 .o Collective Gardens and 1 .1 
( R .,::f:::~~:t•:,:;:::;;:::::'·,::~~ ' . '*~ ~§::l»~"'"''o!·~~«:*:~':;)::::::~. _ e·orea .101,i'a ::1.v1arquan 1• ,.,~~~ · ,;;::~:;~, 
.-:=:::~:·~;~····. ·,.,~,·::;;;:·:~:-,. ~~ .~ . 'i(!;!•, ~=)::~~=r -:~,~:t:::::::~. ~-~ ·"=i. • "':-. 

~ t~r,~ ge (Non-Ag:fiMi:tural) b1 dings: Sing \ -story buildings or structures used for the ~-::,·,:~:,._ '•:•N;i::, ~";:;,._ 
stcftt~]:!t_ of belongin·g·~i~w ot ie~'sS1J:;JR:ed for human habitation, and not used for 

~--·*-~~ . ~-.;;-i:, ~~~~ h II b I f h h b' . remu l'l.e:.~m~~e purposes:~.i;~;~se str 'G:stwes S a not e a pace O uman a 1tat1on or a 
place oTetm;~J.?yment, no\ ~mr 11 it be a place u~ed by the pu?lic. Storage buildings shall 
be exempt ~~:~\~ 576 s~H~t~ feet or less with a wall height not to exceed ten feet 
and shall be setoack tea:.fee"t from all other structures. 

Cargo contain~~)f fl~: wn as intermodal freight containers, are standardized, 
reusable portable vessels that were originally designed for use in intercontinental 
traffic of freight and designed to be mounted on a rail car, truck or ship. When such 
containers are used as a building or structure, they are subject to the provisions of 
the building code as adopted and modified by Mason County. Accordingly, a 
building permit is required to locate and use such structures. The site and building 
construction plans shall be adequate to demonstrate compliance with building, fire 
and site regulatory standards. Structural calculations are required for altered or 
structurally connected containers. 



II. Building Exemption : Agricultural and Storage Buildings shall be exempt from the permitting 

requirements of Title 14 only when: 

(a) That the exempt structure will meet the definitions in 14.08.031(1) or (2);and 

(b) That the structure is not located within a critical area unless it complies with Chapter 

8.52 MCC, Resource Management; and 
(c) That it complies with setback requirements in accordance with Title 17 MCC, Zoning; 

and 
(d) That it is built to the latest version of the International Residential Code and 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 
(h) 

(i) 
(j) 

Notary Public in and for the State of Washington 
Residing at: ______________ _ 

My commission expires: _________ _ 



AFFIDAVIT OF EXEMPTION 
SITE PLAN (SCALED) 
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