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AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF 
placement for litter 
p~oviding for litter removal 

ORDI 

control in pub 1 i c places, dewa l • and pri 
regulating the distribution of handbills; prohi 
vehicles, watercraft and aircraft; ng for li 
receptacles standards; prescribing enfo~cement 
generally regulating and prohi ng li 

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

Section One - Short Title. This 
commonly referred to as the L1tter 

Section Two - Purpose. 
litter control in the county. 
persons within unincorporated 
the public cleanliness of 
public health, safety and wel 
people of the county against unsani 
further the intent of this ordinance 
and safety and the expense i dent 

Section Three - Defi ons. 
vehicle shall mean any veh1cle 1 
upon the property of another 
for a period of twenty-four ( ) 
shall not be considered abandoned 
it from the place that it is 1 
and requests assistance. 

B. Automobile Hulk: 
or remains of a motor cle 
mechanically operative thout the 
repairs. 

nance 1 
nance." 

C. Disposal Site or Disposal Facility: A place or 1 
final treatment, utilization. processing or deposi on of liquid or 
occurs. 

D. Garbage: All putresci 
animal and vegetable waste resul 
and consumption of food, swill 

E. Litter: All 
packages or containers 
including the wastes 
farming and manufacturi 

F. Littering: throwi 
otherwise disposing litter upon 
private property or in the waters of 
otherwise. Such property includes, 
public park. beach, campground. forest 
highway, ~oad. street. or all 

G. Minimum Functional 
expressed in terms of accepted performance 
Washington, pursuant to RCW .95. 

H. Nuisance: Unlawfully doing 
which act or om1ssion either annoys. i 
health. or safety • offends 
obstructs. or tends to obstruct 1 
or basin. or any public park. square. 
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I. Person: An individual. 
subdivision. government agency. 
corporation. or any other 

J. Sanitary Landfill: A 
without creating nuisances or hazards 
the principles of engineering 
practical area, to reduce it to 
with a layer of earth the concl 
more frequent intervals as may be 

K. Solid Waste: 
solid wastes such as. 
wastes. swill, demoli on 
thereof. and discarded commodities. 

L. Transfer Station: A 
and disposal facility used by 
solid waste into a larger vehi 

M. Waste: Any discarded solid, liquid or 
harmful to the public th or ronment 

Section Four - tter in General. 
discard or otherwise dispose of litter. 
70.93.030(4) and including abandoned 
appliances. upon any public place in 
not owned by him; PROVIDED that s 
the accumulation of litter on 
would constitute a sk to 
any waters within 
otherwise. including 
park. except: 

(1) When such property is gnated 
agencies or the county for disposal 
authorized by the propertY ic 

(2) Into a litter receptacle or 
litter will be prevented from bei 
upon any part of said public 

(3) When such person is 
property. or has prior consent 
such property. or unless act is 
owner or tenant and provi d li 11 
to public health. damage the environment. or 
state or local laws. rules or regul ons. 

are 

i 
is 

Section Five - Disposition of Abandoned Vehicles and Automobile Hulks. 
The Sheriff of Mason County is hereby authorized to declare any abandoned 
vehicle or automobile k or 
unincorporated areas Mason 
to be a public nuisance. Such 
at the dir,ection of the Sheriff, 

Section Six - Violations. 

(1) Civil Penalties. 
ordinance shall be subject to a 
($50.00) DOLLARS and not more than 

(2) Misdemeanor. In on 
above, any person who vi ates any 
(2) times shall be guil of a misdemeanor, 
punished by a fine of not less F ( 

In addition thereto. except i 
person from so doing. any such 1 be 
the fine is levied ck up and remove li 
private property. with or permission the legal 
eight (8) hours nor more than ) 
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The court shall schedule 
manner that does not i 
interfere substantially wi 

Section Seven - Enforcement cers Procedures. 
ordinance shall be by the Mason County Sheriff's Office. 
Office enforcement officers are empowered to issue tations 
without warrant, persons vi ating the 
enforcement officers may serve and execute 
process issued by the courts. In addi 
warrant, citation or other process 
offender shall be deemed as personal 

Section Eight- Placement of Litter Receptacles. 

(1) Litter receptacles 1 
be placed by other agencies or pl 
same. in all places in respect to the 
trailer parks. gasoline service 
centers, grocery store parking 1 
bathing areas and other such public 
pursuant to WAC 173.310.050. 

(2) It shall be the responsi 
establishment or public place in whi 
section to procure and place and mai 
expense on the premises in 

Section Nine - Use of Receptacles. Li 
sidewalks and other public places shall be used only 
event shall be used for the sposal of 
residences or places of business. 

Section Ten - Damaging Receptacles. It 
person to willfully damage or deface any li 

Section Eleven - Removal of It 
the local municipality. other agency or person 
for the removal of litter from li 
campgrounds. and other public aces. 

• 
for 
id 

Section Twelve - Mandatory Litter Bafs. 
possession of all vehicles or watercraft sha 1 a 
vehicle or watercraft 1 mes. 

e. 
unl 

Section Thirteen - Sweeping Litter I Gutter Prohibi . 
shall sweep into or deposit in any gutter. 
place the accumulation of litter from 
private sidewalk or dri Persons 

culvert. road. alley or 
buil • lot. or from 

the sidewalks in front their ses free 

on 
no 
in 

Section Fourteen - Throwing or Distributing Handbills in Public Places and 
on Uninhabited or Vacant Property. No person 
handbill upon any public place or in or upon 
property within the county. ded however. 
for any person to hand charge 
handbill to any occupant a 
accept it or to provide public 
provided the person posting such 
the action or event notified in a 

Exemption for Mail and Newspa~ers. 
not apply to the distribution of mai by 
except that newspapers shall pl on 
property in such a manner as to their 
elements upon any public ace or vate 

Section Fifteen - Litter Thrown by Persons in 
a driver or passenger in a vehicle. shall throw or 
upon any public place or upon pri 

Section Sixteen - Depositing Handbills on Uninhabited or Vacant Property. 
No person shall throw or deposit any handbill in or upon any uninhabited or 
vacant private property. 
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Section Seventeen - Severability. If any section, word or words of this 
ordinance is found to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, such 
unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect the remaining portions of 
this ordinance. 

Section Eighteen - Interpretation. In the event any other county 
ordinance, whether or not codified, is in conflict with any of the terms of 
this ordinance the more stringent shall be construed as applicable. 

ADOPTED this 8th day of Mar,ch, 1988. 

ATTEST: 

~jl~ta /~' u ,#'4 
Clerk of the Board 

PROVED AS TO FORM: 

~~pt~ 
Prosecut1ng Attorney 

4 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MASON COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

~QU~ 

~/-~~ 
Commiss1oner McGee 


