
AMENDMENTS TO MASON COUNTY CODE 
TITLE 16 

PLATS AND SUBDIVISIONS 

WHEREAS, the Boa1~d of i"lason County Commissioners did on 
December- 20, 1971, adopt a FJlats and Subdivisions Or-dinance for 
Mason County, with Amendments on July 1, 1974, May 10, 1976, April 
30, 1979, and September 14, 1981, with reference to RCW 58.17; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Mason County Commissioners held a Public 
Hearing on April 18, 1989, for the purpose of considering several 
amendments to the above-listed ordinance; 

WHEREAS, it has now become apparent that some revisions in the 
Code as adopted are required to make the adopted Plats and 
Subdivisions Ordinance more consistent with RCW 58.17; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 
Title 16, F'lats and 
amended as follows~ 

BE IT 1--lEREBY 
Subdivisions 

ORDAINED, that amendments 
of the 1'1ason County Code 

to 
be 

SECTION 16.04.020 IS AMENDED BY CREATING TWO SUBSECTIONS AS 
FOLLm.JS: 

16.04.020 Purgose J.a) subdivic::;ions_. The pu;-pose 
of this title (excluding 16.36) is to regulate 
the subdivision of land to promote the public 
health, safety, general welfare and open space 
in accordance with standar-ds establi'o-:;hed by the 
state and to prevent the overcrowding of land; 
to lessen congestion in the streets and 
highways; to pt·-ov ide fm~ adequate 1 ig ht and 
air; to facilitate adequate provisions for 
water, sewerage, parks and recreation areas, 
sites for schools and school grounds and other 
public requirements; to provide for proper 
ingress and egt~ess; and to require uniform 
monumentation of land subdivision and 
conveyancing by accurate legal description. 

16.04.04.0 PurQ.ose~ short subdivisions. The 
purpose of Chapter 16.36 is to regulate the 
division of land into four (4) or fewer lots 
to promote the public health, safety~ general 
welfare and open space in accordance with 
standards established by the state and to 
prevent the overcrowding of land; to lessen 
congestion of streets and highways; to provide 
fo1~ adequate light and air·; to facilitate 
adequate provisions for water, sewage, parks 
and t~ec rea tion at~eas, sites ·fot- schools:; and 
school grounds and other public requirements; 
to provide for proper ingress and egress; and 
to require uniform monumentation of land 
subdivisio0 and conveyancing by accurate legal 
des c 1~ i p t i o r1 • 

SECTION 16.08.200 IS AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
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16.08.200 Shot-t subdi\/isicm "Shot-t subdivision" 
means every division or redivision of land or 
contiguous land into four (4) or fewer lots, 
any one of which is less than five (5) acres 
or one one hur.dr·ed twent~y--eighth ( 1/128) of a 
section of 1 and, for the puirpose of ·sale, 
lease, 01,- transfei~ of m·,mel-shi p. 



SECTION 16.08.300 IS AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

means a unit of land or contiguous land which 
the owner holds under single or unified 
Oil'!nership, or which the ovmer- holds controlling 
interest on the effective date of this 
amendment to Title 16, Plats and Subdivisions 
of the Mason County Code, by ORDINANCE 37 - 89. 
The configuration of which may be determined 
by the fact that all land abutting a tract is 
separately owned by others not associated by 
a land development business relationship with 
the ovw1er. 

SECTION 16.08.310 IS AMENDED AS FOLLOWS~ 

16.08.310 Land. "land" means~ all 
pan:els of pt~opet-ty in"' single 

proper-ty or 
or·~ unified 

owrlet-ship rega!'dless of the type 01~ time of 
acquisition ( e};c l ud ing acquisition by easement) 
that are contiguous ot- abutting upon each other 
and v•hic h rnay be in differ-ent sections o,­
difi'er··ent government lots that are not 
separated f r··om each other· by public r-oads~ 

except lots in a recorded plat or short plat 
<c'lrJd those unr-ecorded plats accepted and on 
record in the Mason County Assessor's Office, 
each of which is sepa1"a.te "Lar1d". Provided, 
that tidelands and shor~elands shall not be 
consider-ed land nor consider-ed par-t c:d the 
dimensional requirements fur minimum lot size. 

A NEW SECTION IS ADDED TO TITLE 16 AS FOLLOWS: 

16.(~~.:3::'.'0 Cor1tiquous land. "Contiguous land"' 
means all 1 and adjoining ar-1d touching ot he;~ 
land, (excluding acquisition of easement) and 
having the same owner regardless of whether or 
not portions of the parcels have separate tax 
lot numbers, Assessors Parcel Numbers, or were 
purchased at different times, lie in different 
sections, di ffer·ent govet-nment lots or ar-e 
separated from each other by private road or 
private t~ights-·of·-··~t.Jay, or pub] ic m~ private 
easement. Provided~ for~ thto~ put-pose of this 
or-·dinanc:e, public easemf.>fl t does nc.1t include 
pub 1 ic roads. Provided fw~ther, that tidelands 
and shore lands sha 11 not be ccmside!~ed 1 and nor 
consid£'?r--ed pat-t of the dimensional requi n::>men ts 
for minimum lot size. 

SECTION 16.36.010 IS AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
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16.36.010 Application_ of tht:~se Requlations. 
Every division of land or contiguous land for 
the pur~ pose of 1 ease~ sale 01~ b-ansfet- of 
ownership, into two or more but less than five 
lots, parcels or tracts within the 
unincorporated area of Mason County shall 
proceed in compliance with this chapter. 
Contiguous parcels of land in the same 
ovmership and having boundaries iol common shall 
be presumed to be a single parcel i_n 
detet~mining whethel- ot- not the division of land 
comprises a subdivision. 



SECTION 16.36.024 IS AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
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16.:36.024 :~'r·ocedut-e--A,gp 1 ica tion Content ( hl_. 
Legal desc t- i ption of the ol-ig ina l tr-act, a unit 
of land which the owner holds under- single or 
unified ownership. Dr ~·•hich the owner ho 1 ds 
controlling interest on the effective date of 
this amendment to Title 16, Plats and 
Subdivisions of the Mason County Code~ by 
ORDINANCE 37 - 89 the configuration of 
which may be determined by the fact that all 
land abutting a tract is separately owned by 
othe1-s not associated by a land dev·elopment 
business relationship with the owner, and each 
lots legal clescr·iption ce!-tified by a 
Registered Land Surveyor or a Title Company, 
containing any and all easements for access to 
the property. 

19.:56.024 Pr·oredw-e····A_QPJ i~O!.:tion Coo__ien t _i_§;J_~_ 

Certification that all coterminous lar1d is 
owned by othet-s not associated by a land 
development business !'·E· l a tionshi p with the 
0~'\lf'lE'!-. 



This title is amended and shall be in full for·ce, and effectivE 
this date. 

DATED this 19th day of 

?HTEST = 

~A-r-7~9--f?J/AA J 

Clerk of the Bo~ 

A7\"10VE: AS ro FORI1' 

~~~~~DPA 
Prosecuting Attorney of 
Jvlason County 

cc: Cmm:-s. 
Auditor 
Planner 
Assessor· 
Pr·osecu to1~ 
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Apr-il ' 1989 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MASON COUNfY~ WASHINGTON 

i~J[;~-
L_~--~-·--·---~·----------
Commissioner 

Commissioner· 


